Pastoral Letter May 2022

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The AGM for Gillespie Memorial Church has come and gone. The
Presbytery Planning Task Group have received feedback on the Draft
Mission Plan from across churches in Fife and will do their work to set out an
agreed final mission plan for our part of Scotland. And now, as I type this I
am preparing to attend the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. At
the moment, it seems much time and work is taken up with the
administration of the life of the church.
But I want to encourage you that the work of the church is not
administration but rather the proclamation of the Good News of Jesus
Christ to the world around us. What is the world you inhabit daily? Where
do you spend your time and who with?
As pastor of GMC, the world and my role in it is multifaceted, as each
day I juggle the demands upon my time. From preparing the weekly service;
pastoral care and concerns; line-management of our team at GMC;
alongside working with the Eldership and Leadership team to discern the
way the life of GMC will be expressed both within our worshipping
community and our serving the wider community around us. There are of
course many other parts of my role including Presbytery work and national
church work. I started training this week to be a supervisor of students for
the ministry, and so God willing, will be able to guide and share the path to
ministry with the future clergy of the church. The training was a reminder that
when God calls us to Him, he also equips us to serve Him, in His Kingdom
here on earth.

We will be rounding out the sermon series on the Trinity looking at the
person of Holy Spirit. In John 14.26 Jesus said to his disciples “... the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach
you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”
As Christians, we have all we need to live the life God promises us. The
knowledge and wisdom to serve our families, our church, our community in
and through the same sacrificial love Jesus showed. But more than that, as
Christians we are promised we do not need to undertake anything in our

own strength. Jesus promised and continues to promise that Holy Spirit, the
Advocate will reach and remind us of all He has said.
And so, as I serve GMC and the wider church, in my Presbytery role and
serving the national church, and the important role of both husband and
father, I must turn to God and seek wisdom through Holy Spirit. Why? To
check that I am following the path God sets before me, being true to all
Jesus has said..
As your pastor I ask you to do likewise. I asked “What is the world you
inhabit daily? Where do you spend your time and who with?” The reason for
prompting you to ponder these things, is that as you spend time thinking
about your day and week, that you also ask God to speak into your hearts
and highlight where the God incidences take place. Where are the God given
opportunities to share faith, simply, honestly, authentically? With words if you
must, but in your actions also.
If GMC is to thrive and to prosper the Kingdom it goes without saying we
must be honouring God in all we say and do. We must honour the Word of
God found in the Scriptures of The Bible of course, but we must also share
the transforming grace and mercy of the Lord with the deepest love and
affection, we can. I ask that as you think of these things, you also ponder
Jesus’ words from Matthew 5.v13-16
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness,
how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in
the house. In the same way, let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven.
How do we ensure we are not losing our saltiness, but remain honouring
to God, shining His revealing and redeeming light into the world around us?
We of course gather as the children of God in worship, prayer and teaching
so we are equipped, but we also need to understand what our gifts are and
how God equips each of us. To help in this process of understanding, we
have a GMC Conference on June 25th, where you’re invited to share in the
future planning for our church’s ministry. We will also have a session on gifts,
and ask that you complete the ‘five-fold ministry test’ and send your test

test results to me (see website address below, and my email address on back
page). Also, please read what St. Paul wrote in Ephesians 4. I believe we all
have God given qualities allowing us to minister in the Kingdom of God, and it is
essential we understand our gifts as a collective body of Christ, so that we can
serve as one. Please join us— a sign up sheet is available in church or contact
the office to confirm your attendance.
To the glory of God

Your servant in Christ,

Pastor Mike

‘IMPORTANT STUFF’

The GM3 Project is planning to
launch ‘OpenHouse Café’ this
summer, to serve our community
with the love of Christ through
practical crisis support and a
listening ear.
WILL YOU HELP? PLEASE
SPEAK TO PAULINE!!

The mission of GMC ministry to our church family and our
community needs the following:
•

PRAYER: will you pray for opportunities to change lives for Jesus?

•

PEOPLE: will you participate by offering some of your time each week or
month?

•

POUNDS: will you make a regular offering to the work of our church?

In need of pastoral support or wish to help or support the work of GMC? contact
Rev. Mike Weaver:
Office: 01383 621 253 | Manse: 01383 724 347 | Mob: 07980 492 299

minister@gillespiechurch.org

