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Minister’s Letter ( Advent 2019)
Advent Conspiracy
First what is Advent? The advent of something is the notable arrival of something or someone. We talk about the advent of spring (when it comes after a long
hard winter perhaps). But in Christian terms Advent is the season in the church
year that leads up to the celebration (on the 25th December) of the birth of Jesus
Christ. Advent encompasses the four Sundays before Christmas day, where we
consider the Christmas story.
So, what is the Advent Conspiracy? It all started with group of three pastors
who had been lamenting how after each Advent season, culminating in Christmas
services, they felt washed out, but also feeling they had somehow missed what it
was all about. It is about the “awe-inducing, soul-satisfying mystery of the incarnation” of God in Jesus. For much of the world, the month of December (and let’s
face it November too with all the Christmas adverts!!) is one of pressure. Pressure to spend; pressure to get the right food; eat to much; drink too much –
along with buying an endless stream of presents; and for some this will mean going into financial debt in order to do all this stuff. Christians are far from immune
to all this pressure – often finding it a struggle to “find the connection between
our Christmas to-do lists and the story of Jesus’ birth”.
For many pastors, myself included, this time of year can be hard – as it should be
time of year when it is easiest to focus on Christ, yet we are invaded by the new
normal of the ‘commercial Christmas’ and find it takes away the joy.

So, these three pastors in 2006 decided to try something different and this became the ‘Advent Conspiracy movement’. The four tenets were - Worship Fully,
Spend Less, Give More, Love All— a guide for themselves, their families, and congregations through the Christmas season.
Briefly each tenet that we will consider at GMC over the four Sundays of Advent
(starting on 1st December) are:
Worship Fully: Nearly every character in the Christmas story that encountered

our Jesus responded in the same way: WORSHIP. Let’s make the conscious effort
to reorient our hearts towards Christ this Advent. The Christmas story started
with worship – may it also end with worship.
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Spend Less: In our hearts we know that the mindless consumption, so obvious
at this time of year is not the way to celebrate what Christmas is all about – JESUS.
But spending less does not mean spending nothing. Rather we will thoughtfully
evaluate what companies and causes we support through our purchases.

Give More: The best gifts celebrate a relationship and most often require our
time and energy. Relational giving means that we think about the other person –
who they are and what they care about. We focus more on giving our undivided
presence (give of our time and our self!!) and less on a pile of presents under the

tree.

Love All: Christmas is a chance to move closer to those in crisis. We will love
others as Jesus has loved us. The poor and hurting of our world can be reached by
God through the way we choose to celebrate Christmas.
Perhaps this Christmas, however you choose to engage with the story of the birth
of Jesus, Son-of-God, you can disengage from the commercialisation of it as lavish
adverts tempt you to spend more and more. Christmas is not about what you
spend or about what you expect to get. It is about what you can give in
relationship with others – those you love and those outside of your family and
friends. Christmas is the celebration of the largest gift ever given.
The gift of Jesus – given by God the Father for the sake of all humanity. Now that
is something on which to focus our minds this Christmas.
Join us at GMC as we Worship Fully,
Spend Less, Give More, and Love All.
May your Advent season, Christmas and
New Year be blessed, and may we at GMC
be a blessing to our community in and
around Dunfermline.
Your servant in Jesus Christ,

Pastor Mike Weaver
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Where & When does church
meet?
We meet in the main church building, Chapel Street, every Sunday at 11
am. There is limited parking outside (there are 2 disabled spaces in front
of the church and 8 to the side of the church – access off Pilmuir Street).
However, additional parking is available across Carnegie Drive at Tesco
(2hr limit). Council parking by fire station free till 1pm!
We also meet monthly for Prayer & Praise (3rd Thursday at 7.30pm) also

If you would like to receive our monthly Pastoral Newsletter
and /or subscribe to receiving our magazine (just three a year)
electronically please email us at office@gillespiechurch.org
with your name and email contact or call us on 01383 621253.
Likewise if you would like any more information or have any
comments about anything in this issue then please feel free to
get in touch.
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Choir & Carols Saturday 14th December at 7.30pm, doors open 7pm.
Tickets £5 available from church office of via Eventbrite (+80p booking fee).

Do you wonder about the big questions of life, faith, death?
Come share a meal together and discuss in an open and honest way.
#alpha #community #faith
email: alpha@gillespiechurch.org to sign up or for more information visit

www.gillespiechurch.org/getconnected/alpha
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Do you need someone to pray with you?
Sometimes prayer can be difficult. We struggle to know what to
say and how to say it. We can feel alone in what we’re going
through. In those times, it’s great to have someone to pray alongside you. That’s where the UCB Prayerline comes in…
The UCB Prayerline is not a counselling or advice service, but is
here to help you bring God into the situations you’re facing. This
confidential service is available to you whoever you are and whatever background you come from.
It doesn’t matter how big or small you think your prayer request
is, if it matters to you, it matters to God.

Our team are ready to pray with you and for you.
You can contact the UCB Prayerline by phone during opening
hours when our team of trained and dedicated volunteers are
there to pray with you. Or you can submit your prayer request by
filling in the form below at any time of the day or night. Our team
can’t reply, but they will pray.

Call our Prayerline on 01782 36 3000
Prayerline usual opening hours: MON—FRI 9am—10pm
SAT—SUN 9.00am—8pm
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TouchDown Fridays relaunched after the Summer holidays and saw
about 20 young people attend our first evening in September. It has been
the reward for hard work and a lot of faith as we have worked with other
local churches to bring our young people together in a friendly, safe and
fun environment to share games, snacks and chat.
The core of the evenings is when we move into the Church sanctuary to
play group games, involving plenty of action and breaking down barriers
between local groups, then listening to one of our volunteers share their
faith testimony, with videos and sketches and then a talk from a leader,
which is followed by small group discussions.
Our talks for this session are around the question “What is the Church?”,
where we hope to encourage our young people to think about Church,
its form and function and ultimately what are the barriers to church
attendance, what they would like to see at church and how we can make
church open to their friends and wider section of our town’s youth.
We meet again on the 29th November and close this session with a
Christmas Special on 20th December. All events start at 6.45pm and
finish about 8.30pm and are open to anyone of High School age!

Andys Man Club is a peer to peer support
group for men over 18 to help them
through life. Helping people challenge
the stigmas of mental health and work to
promote suicide prevention across the
UK. If you need help or support pop
along for a chat on a Monday night.
Monday nights 7 to 9pm
info@andysmanclub.co.uk
http://www.andysmanclub.co.uk
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A letter from our missionary friends in Botswana.
Dear Friends,
Greetings from Botswana! We hope this finds you well as we write to our valued
supporters with some news of changes ahead of us.
We give thanks for much faithful support as we have laboured for the Gospel out
in Botswana for the past 8 years. Together with all our partners, we have seen
God’s blessing in what he has accomplished here and continue to pray for spiritual
fruit in eternity.
Following much prayer about the future shape of our ministry and our family’s
changing needs we feel led to return to the UK at the end of this term of service. It
was a difficult decision to make after 8 years in Botswana as we continue to have a
heart for Nata and surrounding area. We pray that God will place us somewhere,
from where we will be able to return occasionally and continue proclaiming the
Gospel here in Botswana, for which there still is a great need.
The facilities we built for CARE Botswana will continue to be helpful for such short
-term mission trips. These trips will include doing practical projects and
evangelism using the contacts and understanding of the local culture that we have
built up and can be an opportunity for teams to join us in short-term mission.
Thus, CARE Botswana will continue to exist, receive support and engage in
ministry for the cause of the Gospel in this country.
On return to the UK we plan to have 3 months of furlough to aid finishing this
chapter in Botswana well, visiting the churches who have been praying and
supporting this work giving an update on all our work.
If you would like to continue supporting the ministry in Botswana after this time
any funds given to CARE Botswana will be used for projects and outreach
undertaken on future mission trips here.
with Christian love… Robert & Phillippa

GMC wish Robert,
Phillippa and all the
family every blessing as
they settle back in the UK
for
future
Kingsgate Shopping Centre, First Floor. Tuesdayand
16th
totheir
Saturday
20th
plans!!
April
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Church Summer Photos

Church in Crete

Church in Italy

Barbara-Anne Hoey

Aitken Family

Haveringland Hall Norfolk
Church in Spain

Fiona Wotherspoon

Fiona Wiggall

St James and St Paul at Marton
Cheshire

Church in Jerez, Andaluzia
Weaver Family

Heather Ward
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PRAYER is a conversation with God… join in
with us
Prayer Breakfast – Join us at 9.30am every Sunday
Sunday Prayer Ministry – available after Sunday Worship
Prayer Group – 1st, 4th (and 5th) Thursday of the month. Meeting
to pray for individuals, the church and community.
Reflective Time – 2nd Thursday of the month. A led quiet time of
reflection on a theme (largely silent gathering before God).
(starts January 9th 2020)

Praise & Prayer – 3rd Thursday of the month.

GMC—2020 and Beyond
Gillespie Memorial Church has proudly stood at the heart of the
community serving the needs of Dunfermline for over 250years, and our
Christian family still has a heart to serve. So what is God calling us to do
and be? How can we use our resources and buildings to meet the needs of
those in and about the city centre?
These will be the questions that our pastor and church leaders will seek to
answer over the coming year— how do we serve our youth, our families,
our retirees and our seniors? How do we serve those who are struggling,
in whatever areas of life?
God calls us to make Him known in all we do, so we do that in worship, in
teaching, in prayer, in our courses and in our social action. But we want
more and are asking ourselves what next? Where and what is God calling
us to?
If you would like to join the conversation and contribute to the life of
GMC—then come visit, phone or drop us an email. ALL are welcome!
Tel: 01383 621 253 | Email: office@gillespiechurch.org
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The Alternative Christmas Gift List!
(No queuing to buy them and no wrapping needed)
Put Love at the top of your gift list
For those who are hard to please,
It's a present that all will enjoy
And it can be given - with ease.
Give Kindness to those who are lonely,
And if this gift should be returned,
Then you shall be surely rewarded,
For kindness should never be spurned.
Give Understanding to those not knowing
What it's like to be understood,
To help share another one's burden
Makes life worthwhile and good.
Give Praise to those down-trodden,
With problems and cares of the day,
Uplifting words and a handshake
Will surely lighten the way.
Give Encouragement to those discouraged,
A smile instead of a frown
Will help one who is lonesome
To look up - instead of down.
These gifts do not have a price tag,
Not one penny is the cost to you.
Yet, when they are freely given,
They will last a whole lifetime through.

Men’s Saturday Breakfast – 8.15am to 9.45am with tea, coffee and
juice and choice of sausage or bacon roll, plus toast and jam / marmalade.
£2.00 per breakfast
THIRD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
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Calendar
When

What

Where

Every Sunday at 9:30am

Prayer Breakfast

Church Hall

Every Sunday at 11am

Sunday Service

Gillespie Church

First Sunday of the month at 6pm

Encounter

Gillespie Church

GMC on Thursdays at 7.30pm — see page 10 PRAYER!!

Gillespie Church

Third Saturday of the month 8.15—9.45am

Mens Breakfast

Gillespie Centre

Sunday 1st December at 11am

1st Sunday in Advent

Gillespie Church

‘Worship Fully’
Sunday 8th December at 11am

2nd Sunday in Advent Gillespie Church

‘Spend Less’
Saturday 14th December at 7.30pm. Doors
Open 7pm

Choir & Carols

Gillespie Church

Sunday 15th December at 11am

3rd Sunday in Advent Gillespie Church

‘Give More’
Sunday 15th December at 2.30pm

Blue Christmas
A Service of Hope &
Remembrance

Gillespie Church

Sunday 22nd December at 11am

4th Sunday in Advent Gillespie Church

‘Love All’
Tuesday 24th December at 11.15pm

Watchnight Service

Gillespie Church

Christmas Morning
Service

Gillespie Church

Sunday 29th December at 11am

Sunday Worship

Gillespie Church

STARTS Wednesday 15th January 2020

Alpha Course

Gillespie Centre

‘Fulfilment’
Tuesday 25th December at 10.30am
‘Home’
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