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Welcome To Gillespie Memorial Church Magazine!
Good news from heaven
Good news from heaven the angels bring,
Glad tidings to the earth they sing:
To us this day a child is given,
1 the joy of heaven.
To crown us with
~ Martin Luther.
(Church of Scotland) Scottish Charity Number: SCO11659

So,

the first anniversary of my
ordination and induction (30th
October) as Pastor of GMC has come
and gone. It has been a year where
we as a church community have lost
some loved members, for whom we
still morn, but have also welcomed
new folk into our family. Some
coming through our Alpha course,
others by family association and
more popping in on the ‘off-chance’,
looking for a spiritual home.
I started with my first service on
Remembrance Sunday and as I type
this letter, I am turning my thoughts
to the Remembrance of 100 years
since the Armistice of WW1 on the
11 th November 1918. It will be both
a one-year and a hundred-year
anniversary but for very different
reasons, and for many folks the 11 th
of November may be memorable for
many other reasons – a birthday,
wedding anniversary, the anniversary
of the death of a loved
one. Each day of the year, people
celebrate events and remember loss
too, sometimes with noise and
parties, and others quietly and
sedately, though joy can be found in
both forms of expression.
So that brings me to one of the most
important and joyous anniversaries in
the Christian Calendar – CHRISTMAS.
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There perhaps is nothing new that
hasn’t been said over the last two
thousand years or so, but I want
you to consider that without the
incarnation at Christmas – there
would be no Easter, no Pentecost,
no Trinity Sunday, no Salvation, no
Grace.
The Christmas story at heart is all
about our relationship with God,
and relationships are at the centre
of what it is to be human. The way
to wholeness and wellbeing is
found in good relationships, for
when they go wrong the
ramifications for all concerned are
damaging. Arguments between
siblings; disagreements between
husband and wife; falling out
between a parent and child – all
cause grief, anguish and pain, and if
left unresolved can be a source of
ongoing pain.
And none are immune to breakdown
in relationships, those within the
Christian community included it is
sad to say. Gillespie Church has in
the past had such disagreements and
breakdowns, but I believe has learnt
from them and has in fact grown
closer together through them.
In this first year I have had the
privilege to serve through my words
in print, my spoken word, my prayers
and even my singing.

But as important has been my time spent with people – discussing life’s ups
and downs, because at heart– it is all about relationships. As pastor to the
folk of GMC, the wider parish and to the city centre, it is all about
relationships but is also for me too point people to the relationship that
comes above all others – the relationship with God our Father. As we move
toward Christmas and consider the celebration of the incarnation (that the
eternal Son took upon flesh and is fully God and fully man) I would offer you
this thought. There is NO relationship like the one offered by Christ. It is the
relationship above all relationships, and the one with the greatest impact
upon all our other relationships. This impact is salvation – that we are
forgiven, and by knowing this we are able to forgive others and restore
broken relationships to wholeness, just as we are restored by the gift of
salvation through grace.
1 John 1.v2 says “The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has
appeared to us”. ‘We are not being told merely that Jesus Christ has eternal
life or even that he gives it. This verse say he IS eternal life, salvation itself.’1
Christmas is about gift giving, family, fun, friendship and relationship. Make
yours the best Christmas ever and discover the gift of life itself; Jesus who is
God come in the flesh, he who is eternal life – so unite with him by faith;
know and love him; and discover that this is true life, whole life, the one true
relationship.
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Yours in Christ
Pastor Mike

Did you know….?
The word "Christmas" is a compound of two words, "Christ"
and "mass". The first word means "anointed one", and the
second word refers to the sacrament of the Eucharist.
Hence the Christian festival of Christmas is a celebration of
the anointed one, Jesus "The word of God" becoming flesh
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and dwelling amongst us.

F3 Food for Families

F3 started by GMC in June 2015. Its role, supply food for families in West
Fife, children school age and under during the school holidays. The project
started in response to a growing awareness that many families simply
cannot cope with the additional cost of feeding their children during the
holidays. The loss of school dinners out with term time can be critical.
F3 is partially funded by grants from Fife Council. This covers
approximately half the running costs. The balance is met by donations
from individuals, other churches and local organisations. The project is run
entirely by volunteers from GMC. It is a church project whose purpose is to
share God`s love for our local community in a practical way. During the
October school holidays, 716 meals were provided over the two weeks.
Last year we supplied 568 meals in the same period. The increase is
consistent and demand is rising year on year.
The figures involved are sobering. We provided 4751 meals during the last
school year (ending Easter 2018) Unusually as a Group our wish is to
become completely redundant. We are saddened that in a modern
affluent society there is still the issue of food poverty. The landscape does
not appear to be changing. The reasons for families accessing the project
are varied but commonly the recurring themes are low pay, delay in
benefits being processed, zero hour’s contracts and “underemployment”.
So, as a Christian Group, what should our response be? First and foremost we
feel called to try and meet the need where we can. We work in
collaboration with a variety of charitable and statutory organisations who
serve our community – these include the Foodbank, the Credit Union, the
Dunfermline Advice Hub, Cosy Kingdom, local Churches and Fife Council.
Together we can meet the threat of poverty which faces many of our
fellow citizens. Beyond that however we need to start telling others about
the situation. We need to start being a voice for those we are privileged to
serve, to campaign and tackle the causes of food poverty as well as trying
to deal with their consequences. Lastly, and most importantly we must
pray. I hope you would all join F3 and pray for the gifts of compassion and
empathy for those who make policy and decisions which affect us all
locally and nationally. Pray also for a society which values the vulnerable
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and meets need with love and wisdom.
Finally please pray for the families
we serve and for all those who volunteer and help F3 with their gifts of
time, money and talents.

New To Our Church?
You may be on holiday, visiting friends or new to the area. Perhaps
Dunfermline has always been your home but you have never come
Gillespie before. Or perhaps you are completely new to church whatever your situation you will be always WELCOME!
Walking into a new place can be daunting, so we hope this information is
helpful, and that we will see you at one of our services or groups
soon. Everyone is welcome and come as you are - dress casual.

Where and when does the church meet?
We meet in the main church building, Chapel Street, every Sunday at 11
am. There is limited parking outside (there are 2 disabled spaces in front
of the church and 8 to the side of the church – access off Pilmuir Street).
However, additional parking is available across Carnegie Drive at Tesco
(3hr limit).
We also meet monthly for Prayer & Praise (last Thursday at 7.30pm) and
also for an Encounter Service (first Sunday of the month at 6pm). Check
our calendar for details or please visit our website for more info.

If you would like to receive our monthly Pastoral Newsletter
and /or subscribe to receiving our magazine (just three a year)
electronically please email us at office@gillespie.co.uk with
your name and email contact or call us on 01383 621253.
Likewise if you would like any more information or have any
comments about anything in this issue then please feel free to
get in touch.

Wishing you and your family a Christmas
full
6 of peace, love and joy,

Gillespie Church
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‘TouchDown UK’ is a Fife based SCIO, promoting physical health and
wellbeing through the involvement of young people in sport particularly
American Football. Working in schools and local communities, TouchDown
aims to develop the social, physical and mental
health of participants by coaching in sport and
also mentoring young people as coaches.
Set up in 2012, TD-UK has built on previous work
of Trust Founder and Development Officer, Tom
Cramb, who has worked as a community based
sports coach in Edinburgh and across Scotland
since 2006.
The charity seeks to build school and community
programmes in partnership with local bodies to
engage young people in the sport, while
developing locally based teams that allow young
people to fulfil their potential within the sport,
and also to develop socially within these
programmes. We are working in 5 areas, including
Lasswade, Mid-Lothian, South Queensferry, and
Edinburgh, attracting 70 young people to our
weekly sessions, while also connecting with up to
2000 more in local schools via taster session, one
off events, assemblies, activity weeks and lunch clubs.
Sessions can be non-contact (known as ‘flag’) or fully kitted and are offered
as a ‘taster’ during school activity weeks, as a one-off sessions in curriculum
time, or on a longer term basis )over a number of weeks) as required by the
community partner. We are seeking to develop school and community
teams wherever possible, using qualified coaches from the local area and
helping to facilitate coach training where required.
We are planning to launch 2 new projects in the West Fife area in 2019.
TouchDown West Fife: A project for the rural towns and villages in West
Fife, where American Football non-contact sessions will be rolled out to
the primary schools in the area, offered to all uniformed organisations
and also linked to High School pupils who live in the rural West Fife area.
Friday Nights @ GMC: A youth work project set up by Tom and a new
team that offers a monthly club to all teens across the church in West
Fife. Based around a mix of music, fun, games and a gospel message, this
project has been welcomed by over half a dozen local churches. We plan
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to launch with a Christmas event bringing
together local church teens to
a place where they feel free to invite their friends!
TOUCHDOWN…..CHANGE LIVES!

Christianity Makes Sense of the World,
“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the Sun has risen not only because I see it
but because by it I see everything else.”
This famous quote by C.S. Lewis comes from a paper given to The Oxford Socratic Club
entitled, Is Theology Poetry? Lewis sets out to answer the question, Is the
imagination of followers of Jesus so aroused and satisfied by the poetry of the Gospel
message that they have mistaken intellectual assent for mere aesthetic enjoyment?
In other words, has the romantic attraction of the story of Jesus trumped the place of
reason in coming to faith?
I was taught at school, when I had done a sum, to “prove my answer”. The proof or
verification of my Christian answer to the cosmic sum is this. When I accept
Theology I may find difficulties, at this point or that, in harmonizing it with some
particular truths which are imbedded in the mythical cosmology derived from
science. But I can get in, or allow for, science as a whole. Granted that Reason is
prior to matter and that the light of the primal Reason illuminates finite minds, I can
understand how men should come by observation and inference, to know a lot
about the universe they live in. If, on the other hand, I swallow the scientific
cosmology as a whole then not only can I not fit in Christianity, but I cannot even fit
in science. If minds are wholly dependent on brains, and brains on bio-chemistry,
and bio-chemistry (in the long run) on the meaningless flux of the atoms, I cannot
understand how the thought of those minds should have any more significance than
the sound of the wind in the trees. And this is to me the final test. This is how I
distinguish dreaming and waking. When I am awake I can, in some degree, account
for and study my dream. The dragon that pursued me last night can be fitted into my
waking world. I know that there are such things as dreams: I know that I had eaten
an indigestible dinner: I know that a man of my reading might be expected to dream
of dragons. But while in the night mare I could not have fitted in my waking experience.
The waking world is judged more real because it can thus contain the dreaming world:
the dreaming world is judged less real because it cannot contain the waking one. For
the same reason I am certain that in passing from the scientific point of view to the
theological, I have passed from dream to waking. Christian theology can fit in science,
art, morality, and the sub-Christian religions. The scientific point of view cannot fit in
any of these things, not even science itself. I believe in Christianity as I believe that the
Sun has risen not only because I see it but because by it I see everything else.
This Christmas season, know that while the Nativity story of the birth of Christ is poetic,
beautiful and powerful, that it is also true and took place in the midst of real time and
history. Once we come to know Jesus as the actual Lord and Saviour of this world, then
everything else begins to make more sense.
“Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” Jesus
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answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”
JOHN 6:28-29 (NIV)

C.S. Lewis, “They Asked For A Paper,” Is Theology Poetry? (London: Geoffrey Bless, 1962)

It’s Kids Stuff
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A Christmas Letter
If you look for Me at Christmas, You won’t need a special star,
I’m no longer just in Bethlehem, I’m right there where you are.
You may not be aware of Me amid the celebrations,
You’ll have to look beyond the stores and all the decorations.
But if you take a moment from the list of things to do,
And listen to your heart, you’ll find I’m waiting there for you.
You’re the one I want to be with. The reason that I came,
And you’ll find Me in the stillness, as I’m whispering your name.

Love
11 ,

Jesus xxx

Anon

Christmas Calendar
When

What

Where

Every Sunday at 09:30

Prayer Breakfast

Gillespie Church Hall

Every Sunday at 11:00

Sunday Service

Gillespie Church

Every first Sunday of the month at 18:00

Encounter

Gillespie Church

Every Last Thursday of the month at 19:30

Praise & Prayer

Gillespie Church

Wednesday 28th November 10:30—13:00

CALM CAFE

Gillespie Church Hall

Saturday 1st December at 09:15

Men@GMC

Gillespie Centre

Sunday 2nd December, Advent 1, 11:00

Sunday Service

Gillespie Church

Wednesday 5th December 10:30—13:00

CALM CAFE

Gillespie Church Hall

Sunday 9th December, Advent 2, 11:00

Sunday Service

Gillespie Church

Wednesday 12th December 10:30—13:00

CALM CAFE

Gillespie Church Hall

Friday 14th December doors open 19:00

CHOIR & CAROLS

Gillespie Church

£5 entry (proceeds to charity)
Saturday 15th December
ADVENT FILM 14:00 FREE ENTRANCE!

THE POLAR EXPRESS Gillespie Church

Saturday 15th December
ADVENT FILM 16:00 FREE ENTRANCE!

NATIVY

Gillespie Church

Sunday 16th December, Advent 3, 11:00

Sunday Service

Gillespie Church

Wednesday 19th December 10:30—13:00

CALM CAFE

Gillespie Church Hall

Sunday 23rd December, Advent 4, 11:00

Sunday Service

Gillespie Church

Monday 24th December, CHRISTMAS EVE
23:15pm

WATCH NIGHTSERVICE
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Tuesday 25th December, CHRISTMAS DAY
CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00am Bring your presents and ‘jumpers!’ SERVICE

Gillespie Church
Gillespie Church

